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RIS ARE

An Old Farm Home, More Than Two Hundred and Fifty
Years Old,. Transformed Into a Magnificent Estate,
With Its Imported Japanese Tea House and Iris

From All Parts of the Globe

" A general view of the

iris garden at Iristhorpe
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Mrs. Homer Gage, at Shrewsbury,
Mass, when the irls are In bloom, will
fAind them In endless variety. Great
splashes of golden color, shaded Into
lavender, line the driveway and are re-
peated In every part of the spacious
grounds. Iris are everywhere, from
the carllest varieties of the spring
time to the midsummer blooms.

Thin estute of Iristhorpe !s nestled
Into the heart of a plcturesque, rolling
country not many miles from Worces-
ter. It comprises many Acres at-
tractvely laid out, showing velvetly
lawnas broken here and there by gar-
den plots of Individual charm. They
vary in size and color schemo and show
unusual combinations which have been
most succesafully worked out. Nine
vears ago this was a most undesirable
estate, now it is distinctive. The trans-

N the quaint ene path gardens of
Colonlal days, there grew behind
the prim ‘box borders the blue

ile. It was not the gorgrous crea-
tion of to-day, but a simple single
flower around which romance had
woven & spell. “lIris" signifies “rain-
bow.,” 80 pen:!ftnco it derived Its poetic
name from the daughter of the Greclan
ses god Thaumas, who personified the
ninbow that overarched the sky, thus
lending a suggestion for the namse of
the dainty blossom of to-day. Indeed,
the Iris of to.day Is to be founl in
nearly “all the colors of the TRin-
bow! "™

This fair lower has not always heen
known as the iris-—-sometimes it is
called the fleur de lis, taking i{ts name
from the French fleur de Louls, the
used by Louls VIIL of France.
It has been well named, also, *“the
orchid of the garden, outrivalling, as|
it does Its namesake, not only in its|
graceful formation but in its range of
marvellous coloring.

Those who chance to visit Ira-
thorpe, the summer home of Dr. and

tion of the wornout land until it has
reached the height of its development
Like n gallery surrounded by beautl-
ful paintings, the estatc shows flower
plctures on every side,

The old farmhouse came Into exist-
ence In 1658, and was the home of the
country doctor, Edward Flint. The

devire

formation has been gradual. an evolu- |

room originally used as his office has
been converted Into a charming morn-
Ing room. Back of this we find the old
medicine closet, a unique arrangement
of rough wooden drawers inserted be-
hind the huge chimney, which were
used probably to hold his herba,
When purchased by ita present own-
ers it stood facing the road, and was
rapldly falling into decay. Chosen at
first only as a temporary home, jts
charm so appealed and the impressions
made were soon so deepened that the
family were loath to leave thes old
homestead and the idea of bullding a
new house was relinquished. The old
houss was moved down the hill to the
spot on which It now stands andl re-
modelled to meet present day needs,
| There is a fascinating, Old World at-
mosphere surrounding the house as It
stand- n the heart of the flower world
which cannot fail to charm the most
casuul visitor. Combinations of flowers
are artistically worked out. with a view
‘m bringing !nto prominence the par-

ticuiar fower from which the eetat
tak @ its name, There is a reason for
]thls pretty preference, which dates
back to childhood days, when a decp

Jove for the irla was (mbeddsd In
Milady's heart. It was, she thought,
the home of the fairies, and she loved
to people the beautiful flowers with
tiny Imaginary beings who pald hom-
nge to their gqueen, dwelling In the
heart of the blossom.

There are five gardens in all, every
one carrying out a special thems, in-
deed, the entire garden Is lald out after
a definite architectural plan, though
the effects are brought about In a de-
lightfully informal way. The apring
and midsummer garden la an intimate
one, connected with the houss and
balanced on the opposite side by the
rose garden with its baskground of Irls
in fascinaling combinations of edlor,
The early spring gurden Is bright with
tul!ps, which are a riot of color whan
the snow first leaves the ground. These
are replaced later by midsummer
flowers,

The garden proper, from which all
the other plots have been evolved, llea
soquestered from the winds at the
foot of a littla terrace, It is semi-cir-
cular In shape, with a beautiful per-
gola at the end. This is backed by &
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A portion of the general garden.
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Iris are everywhere.

rough stones wall,
mass plantings of spirea (bridal veil).
The entrance to this falryland is by
a flight of stone steps copied from an
English gardan. Looking down the
grassy path from the stone steps the

central feature of the garden is the |

sun dial, wh'ch Is appropriately
adorned with the graceful iris in bas-
relief.

Just beyond the sun dial {a the Uy
pond, where during the season the
many colored cuplike blogsoms flaunt
thelr beauty, mirrored in the surface
of the water below, The fountain which
supplies the watar for the little pond s
A bronges figure by Bela Pratt, and con-
pldered ane of his best designs. It rep-
resants a falry surmounted by an iris,
thus carrying out Milady's childhood
association of the fairies with this fa-
vorite flower. Around this pool are
many varieties of Iris., among them
the Japanese, which are the latest to
bloom, and In this way a continu-
ous blaze of splendid color prevails
throughout the season—relleving the
oold gray of the stones and the blue of
the water below,

Throughout the gardens the irls is
the controlling motif. There are iris
davicea at the tops of the poles over
which the ramblers twine and also In
the centre of the archea which are
trellises for more roses. Iris of every
variety are everywhere., There are
tall strong growing flowers with wide
follage which have very large Nowers
and which fll the air with a sweet
perfume not unlike the (ragrance of an
orange blossom. There s the aus-
tralls, & deep lavender, four feet tall,

and also the kharput, shading to vel-

behind which m‘

stems long and rigid,. Then thore is
the Queen of the May, defying
other colors with Ite soft rose lilac,
which is almost & pink, growing
thirty-two inches In helght.

The pallida is planted in masses at
the end of the wnlk and is seen In
ocontrast with the wonderful
veallow of the Abou-Hassan. The
pallida dalmatica also Is there, rang-

inches In helght and a very
variety of the tall bearded Irises.

With the favorite varietles new
seedlings have besn Introdueed, such
as tha Hiawatha, & pale lavender
flushed with rose, and the Juniatas,
whose large clear blus flowers show
prominently on sccount of Its height
and its unusually long, drooping foll-
age, Other varieties of this graceful
flower are the pumilus, which is one of
the early flowering kinds—the Elbe-
rica, Germanica, Orlentalls and some
of the Japanese varietles. These are
all planted where they will make the
beat showing and mingle most matle-

rare

factorily with the geheral color
scheme.
The most dellcate of =all these

flowern—the =mall bhloasoming kind—
| are the Siberian. Thes=e have narrow
grassy follage and en ace

purposes, Mnany of this variety are
found in the shrubbery border, while
iOIhﬂ'l are planted around the foun-
| taine, a= they retain their deauty well
| inta the late fall

The entrance sieps afe surrounded
with Madam Chereau, elegantly frilled,
with a border of light blue that en-
hances the white centrs, "[‘hn Ger-

|
vety violet purple, showlug nnmr] manica is the earliest to bloom, but ls

the | which make a succession of bLlossom |

rich |
} prowing garden

Ing from soft to deep lavender, forty |

wnt of their| s
profuse flowering are best for cutting |

pires. Azaleas and wisteria lend thrlf
clarm to the entrance of this par- o
ticular section, while graceful Japanesa =

Acowers, nativea of the gnrdens of far_.
away Nippon, border the pool which
les before the tea house, This pool Iag
really & most interesting feature ofS
the gardon and Is a favorile rendos- S
vous of the birds, who love to bathe .
in 1ts cool waters, -
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rgpldiy followed by the other varieties,

and color untll late summer. J'lant-
ings of hardy perenninls are inters
mingled with the iris, relleving, though |
nt the sams time accenting, the pre-
dominance of this purticular fower.
The Iatest addition to this ever
is the Japanese
garden worked out by an artist as an
exaot reproduction of ona found in Landseape Plan for This. :
fur away Japan. Even the tea house The original lapdscape plan for the-
wie brought from abroad, and ia the
work of & Japanese bullder, In Its

the Idea of bullding a new house wasZ
construction It Is mortised together,

alandoned. The site which was te:

few nalls being used. while tha In-| have been used for the new huallding,:
nide |s absolutely true to tvpe. It | however, proved an especlally beautl-2
slands overlocking the pool, giving o | ful place for a little sunken garden:
distinction and chuaracter to this| and has been utilized for a formall
Oriental layout, pansy plot with o bird bath in the!

A5 In the gardens of Japan, the|certre. All through the summer”

brook flowing through the grounds has | months and from early spring untll”
thrown over It & rustic bridge so llate fall this pirt of the garden is -
picturesque in character that it |mass of bloom
promptly carrles one's thoughts ln] Altogether, wonderful eflfects hlw
forolgn shores. The background of |been obtained everywhere, Sepcial at-!
Jupamese irls Is & mowt gorgeous set- |tention has heen given to the soll in
ting, the variety belng the one used |\\ hich the different flowers, particularly
in the garden of the Mikado, for avery | tie different varieties of the (ris, are
detall of this part of ths grounds has | planted, and unquestionably on this
bten overseen by Japaness ¢xperts, estate the ir's I8 without a  peer.
The trees, gracefully distorted, which | Hidden away from the open high road,
stand in the huge jars are twa cen-  thero Is added charm in coming upon
turies and & half old, Thoy also were [ it aRround n sudden turn in the dreive,
Imported, but have taken kindly to|for tho full effect of the aplendld mas4
thelr new home, adding & truly | of eolor is then revealed as n delight-
Jnpanaesa feeling to the stmosphere of | ful surprise, Tt is, however, only hy
this garden, Passing the enteance | o detalled study of the garden and its
one comes upon the Cryptomerin | developrent that ono realizes what
Japonica and the Japaness dwarf | skilful and effective work bean
erdar obtuss, while Japanese cherry |done to beautify the old farm land
trees stand side by side with J.m!p‘.‘!‘l‘,lm:-l house,
retincapora and Japanese umbrelln
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Many Hapgnn NORTHEND

SCHOOL GARDEN ARMY ENROLLS 400,000 CHILDREN IN NOR THEAST ALONE

Tto States comprised in the North-
T Mivislon of the United States
Garden Army. Including Mas-
Maine, New Hampshire,
I'Lhmle lelund, Dwla-

“Successful Farming
Secrets Disclosed

How the World's Greatest Farming Authorities Got Thelr
Semsational Results—Told in Simple Language So Any
One Can Understand and Apply Their Plans and Methods.’

an enralment of nearly 400,000 chil-
dren in the United States School Gar-
den Army, each child having under-
taken the study and practice of gar-

_

sirhUsEttes

Pennsyivania,

¥ everytody did things in the sams way
jear after year there would be tiv prog-
ress cxcept through accident.

100 Experts on Your Farm
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| the meason of 101§,

ctal family™ of the State Department

||n reaching the garden army goal of | of Education, as most of the larger  of Education, and has had active co-

stuffs,
The famous

States Bchool Garden Army directors,
are establishing and malntaining a
series of demonstration gardens oa
this historic common, where children
from nearby schools are carrying on
the work of producing food for them-
salves and thelr famliliea. It I ex-
pected that teachers from throu nut
the country will visit these demons

tion gardens when in Boston this sum-
mer. And, just by way of demonsirat-
Ing that the Central Western Stalea

jand, Ohlo, reports the establishment
of demonstration gardens at “the buse
{est corner in Cleveland,™ Ninth street
and Euclid avenus, where dally dgm-
onstrations In all manner of garden
lore ars belng conducted under the
auspices of the U. B, 8. G. A,

Practically every city and town In
New Hampehire has organized defn-
nitely for garden work, with enthu-
nistic children wearing the insignia of
the U. 8. B. G. A, A service bar with
the croased hoe and rake. New Hamp-
ahire's Stats Superintendent of In-
structlon has adopted tha garden army
organization as the definite plan for
garden work to bs done In the "Oran-
ite State.” The Btats Board of Bdu-
eation at a recent meeting directsd
that gardening instruction shall be-
come & permanent part of achool worlk,
Beven per cant. of tha entlre popula-
tion of New Hampashire is enraolled in
the U. 8, B. G, A,

In Malne a similar cooperation be-
tween EBchool Garden Army and the

—

Division is not to be outdone, Cleve-

“Boston Common" !l!om of
now the scene of demonstration gar-| Maine,
dening, as the achool authorities of A parochial schools are making a splen-
Boston, cooperating with the United | dif showing.

the production of $100,000000 in food- | cities In Malhe, and a large proportion

of the smaller onea have sent In rec-
large enlistments, and In
as In New Hampshire, the

New Jersey affords an example of
what achool-supervised gardening
means as gardening has been oMoially
adopted as & part of the programme
of the Btate Department of Education,
Practically every town and dty In
New Jerssy has companies enrofled
In the school garden army, and are
using material and gardening instruc-
tions from Trenton, through & <o~
operative arrangement with the Fed-
eral Bureau of Eduoation. A num-
ber of pald supervisors of gardening
direct the garden work throughout
the summer, and New Jersoy (s liely
Ly become even more famous as &
gurden State In the futurs than In
the past

In the great gurden State of Penn-
sylvania, the United Btates Scheol
Garden Army organisation has bean
adopted by Philadelphia and Pitts-
burg, the two citles vieing with sach
other In the number of enlisted sol-
dlers in the garden army.

The children of the “Nutmeg State™
are showing an active interest in the
U. B. 8, G. A. Delaware and Mary-
land report large ecnlistments, and the
city of Baltimore has & pald super-
visor who remalns in charge of the
work throughout the year,

New TYork Biate leads off with
40,000 children In Greater New York,
and & proportional showing in suoh
cities np Albany, Elmira, Byracuse,
Plattsburg, Rochestér, Troy, Utlea
and many other cities. The garden
army director for New York has been

e ——————
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operation in the United States School
Garden Army campaign which has
been going on many months through-
out the Biats,

E. H. (CHINESE) WILSON ON
THE PLANT QUARANTINE,

Why such s ludicrous measurs,
wrong in principle and srbitrary In
spirit, should have recelved the signa-
ture of the Becretary of Agriculturs
passes the writ of common mortals, Its
p is to keep out further plant
4l and -nexlous plant pests, and
tha tacit impilcation ts that [t will do
so, though even its frumers hesitate to
clalm that of a suraty It will effect
this, That it will not ach'eve this Uto-
plan dream goes without saying, but
that it will severcly handicap the de-
velopment of gurdens in America is
equally obvious. Had such a law been
In force ten, twenty, fifty years ago
this country would have heen withont
& greal many plants of heauly and
ueefulness to her citizens, but whether
plant peats would have been less nu-
merouns {8, to say the least, problemat!-
cal. The whole question of noxious
plant pestas and their control is ad-
mittedly most intricate and d4d!Mcult,
and s Intimately bound up in the much
larger question of man’s modern
methods of civillzation, The solution
will not be found {n such simple, if
drastic, action as plant exclusion,

No one desires to bring into the
country a pest in any shape or form
All garden lovers will agree that regu-
lations und proper Inspection of plant
Importations Is eminently desirable,
but that a amal!l group of men, no
matter how capabla, should be empow-
ered to dictate what should and should
not be grown In American gardens is
proposterous, That the Ymportation in
Hmited quantities of plant novelties
and necessitles throygh the ofcs of
foreign seed and plant Introductions
of the Department of Agriculture 1a to
be allowed will be small comfort to
plant lovers generally, much lssw to
thoss who have had experience of the
treatment meted out to such allens.

As one whose unselfish Interest is
In halping forward the development of
Amaerican gardens, which In effect is
the converting of dwelllng places In
homes, I join with others of like ideals
In the earnesl hope that Quarantine
No, 37, well Intenticned, but none the
lesa dissstrous to American hortlcul-
ture, may be repealed and its place
taken by & measurs fair In principls,
I'veral In spirit, serviceable in appll-
oation and In efMect benaficial to Amers
tcan gardens,

No one is more sincersly Intorested
in the welfare of horticulture than
E. H. Wilson, who has travelled the

ware, Maryland and Vermont, report | dening under school supervision for | Btate Superintendent of Schools has ncognlm ag a member of the “off- | world over studying plants. Mr. Wil- jis {nsufMcient moisture at the roots
determined to ald  becn equally gratifying to the Bureau

|!nn is the author of several Important
horticultural workas and the above fs

cmmu ROSES.

The following are good climbing
roses. flowering about In the order in
which they ara lsted:

Ghislaine de Feligonde, bud orange,
flowers creamy white; Purple Fast,
ey pink: Paul's scarlot climber,
scarlet; Christine Wright, pink;
Algust Roussel, salmon; FPaul Noel,
salmaon; Gardenia, bud yellow, flowers

the winters well, and are quite certain
to give satisfaction.
HOISTURE
When dry,
important that the garden have summ
clent molsture;
ba obtained in

the right manner or

were glven

rprinkle plants with a watering pot as
if they obtalned the moisture nesded
through ths leaves, The conscquence

< DOITALLTRACTORS |
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& B\ THEY CULTIVATE
: _ HAR

Tha DO-IT-ALL
any crop that gruwa
rows on wids- rnuort ora

'.IH ACTOR
oes betweesn the
and astride the
rows On narrow.rowed cropas 4
planty «f reom beiween tha whesls 1o save

ef h good, hlg hnl'.4 in pulling any kind of
& losd anywhere, Ve supply all kinds of
atlachmenis to go vt h othis wonder warke-

er, and thas rm‘n who tries 10 ng'."... -
small farm without the use of this won.
Asrful implemant {8 behind the times
for Catilogue “S'=il's free

Consolidated Gasolene Engine Co.
201 Wwiten Bt.. “ew York City,

UEGHRBLE Pt‘"'rsl AU l’||.1 ,,“”.'.' <

MATO. CAHBAGE, BRUSS EI*ROT I’u '
r!l”l‘l‘.'ﬂ KOHL-TtAN] K}\l K, ONINN

PARALEY, EWEET POTATO .‘\h]'.uu.
OUS, RHUDARE, ASTEBR, BALVIA, PANSY
Pianie, Caislogus fros

lums‘ I« BQUIRES, Good Greund, N, ¥,

his opinlon of the plant guarantine, | near the surface that, as soon as nat-
published In un Eastern trade journal, lurai eonditions return and the water-

except where an lrrigutlon system s

and what Is glven the ground tenda to  used.
cause a falss growth of tiny roots In the mulority aof cases where vege.
tibles are watered the follage z#ta too
much and the roots too lite In
| Ing discontinued, die, and so affect the watcring vegetables, therefore, It (s

fmportant that a sufMcient quantity be
appliend directly nbove the roots
H. E. Havpook

COURSES IN lGRIBULTURE

Bolls—Farmm & (ash Crops-—
Farm Management —
Excursions te Farma.

AFTERNOONS and EVENINGS,
JULY 7 -AUGUST 15.

vigor of the plant

Also watering a row of vegetiables
tends to attract moles If there should
be any In the vicinity, and ons of them
may paas directly under a watered row |
Ifting many of the plants, thus ex-
posing their roots to the alr, and many
of them will perish.

On the other hand, closs, fine and |
frequent cultivation not only removes

cream, turning to white, Tausond-
schon, pink to white; Sander's White,
white: Debutante, light pink; Ever-
green Gem, cream; Hinwatha, scarlet;
Excalsia, crimson: Dorothy Derkins,
pink; Mrs. M. H Walsh, white, |
All of these fifteen climbers do wel
in the latitude of New York., stuncing

hot weather comes (L In |
but this molsture must |
tha effect will be worse than If none '

i
For instance, & great mistaks s to |

'. r[*mz U. S.
imminent,

cultivates |

is |

crvshing tha plants When It comess 1o |
enltivating. 1 cuitivates faster and betler
than any thing that walks, In addition 1o
eultivating, It plows, It harrows, L oper
ales your lawn muwer and doss "

Ask |

Open 1o all. Fes ninderate. For ane

~ r . which !
woods, but causss a dust mulch which i e PN FPLt oyt WL

the molsture In the soil
ints get the benefit

CONSOryes slon, Columids L niversity, Now York vy,

{from which the pl e —

| Thi=x dust muleh s & more affective | BWEET PYOr \10 " \\T*

| mouns of supplying molsture ®o plants | #1180 howired  pos "" $000 thouaand,
thih most ways of watering vegeiablea, ilnmu Y. RQUTRER, Goad Ground, N, Y.
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TIRRILL GAS VS. COAL

' For the Country Home, Church or Factory

S, Government warns that a coal fammne i1s
The shortage may be acute in the cities;
in the country it may be imposeible to get coal at all,

But no matter where located, you ¢an cook,
with TIRRILL GAS and not be afiected by
You make your own gas with a

TIRRILL GAS MACHINE

Absolutely Safe—Cheaper and Better Than Acetylene
Cus. Coal or E.lectm::ty

]l;.:".'

and heat
the coal tamine.

It operates aytom A5
repairs; no smell, su

15 G 1,000 lights

a hite s econnt a‘t
i danger 1 '. gunra ;
Prices from $300 up, according to st

ments for single bullding or group of ings
TIRRILL CAS will do vour cooling, hghting and heating, with instant
hot water convertlence—at a cost of about $3 a munth It solves the

servant problem

a TIRRILL GAS MACHINE

Install

Don't depend on coal and suffer
now !

Write to-day for Hlustrated Booklet No. 15, with pricea
andeasy lerma.

Relinble Agents Wanted—Write

for Liberal Terms.

Tril Gas Machine Lighting Co.

Fatablished 1861,

| My Conntry Home s
located ut

And has number of rooms

No. of people 1o conk for 103 Park Ave
MAME --iviise i bl saeis \ New York City,
At.‘lhlltﬁﬁ . . L I -

estate was somewhat disarranged when - .




